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to which it was found that confidence could be reposed in their
sensfcof responsibility.1'

LAHORE DISTRICT BOARD

Replying to the Lahore District Board address, Lord Reading
said he was gratified to hear of the loyal assistance rendered
by the district in the Great War and deeply appreciated their
declaration of their sincere desire to help in the maintenance
of peace and good government in the province. The administra-
tion looked to enlightened members of the board to correct and
contradict false and mischievous rumours, and spread in the
rural tracts of the district true aspects of the aims and motives
of the Government. The Government relied on them for active
support in the suppression of crime and disorder, and they on
their part might count on the protection and goodwill of the
Provincial Government in this task. He could give them an
assurance that the general policy of the Government was to
help local bodies in beneficent measures when their resources per-
mitted, provided the local bodies in question had taken every
possible step in the direction of financial self-help by the assess-
ment and the collection of local rates, and by economies in
administration.

AMRITSAR MUNICIPALITY

In reply to the Amritsar Municipality address the Viceroy
appreciated the sense of loyalty and courtesy which prompted
them to come to Lahore to present an address. He deeply
regretted to learn that commercial prosperity of Amritsar was
suffering a temporary check, but hoped there would be a revival
of prosperity and that the impediments to the free flow of the
interchange of trade would disappear.

Continuing, Lord Reading said: " You have alluded to the
rifts in the lute of harmony. I believe your city owes its birth
to Guru Ramdas, who preached in his time the doctrine of
brotherhood and humility. These teachings hold truth for you
now as in the time of your forefathers. Mutual tolerance is for
us all one of the sovereign specifics for maladies which from time
to time afflict our commonwealth. I rejoice to hear of the
signs of returning health, and trust that normal conditions may
soon be restored. I am much interested to hear of your municipal
activities; your keen sense of obligations towards the welfare
of your fellow citizens does you credit In spite of the financial
difficulties to which you refer, I feel assured that you will make